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Campus showing

election films

UC Santa Cruz’s Cowell Col-
lege will offer screenings of
two documentaries about vot-
ing irregularities.

“American Blackout,” which
suggests a disenfranchisement
of black voters in Florida in
2000 and in Ohio in 2004, will
be shown at 7 p.m. Jan. 15 in
the Cowell College dining hall.
“Hacking Democracy,” which
investigates the reliability of
electronic voting machines,
will be shown at 7 p.m. Jan. 29
in the Stevenson College event
center. Both films will be fol-
lowed by discussions.

Visitor parking permits are
available for $2 at the kiosk
near the main entrance to cam-
pus. For information, call the
Cowell College programs office
at 459-2255.

SANTA CRUZ

U.S. foreign policy
subject of forum

A group of local organiza-
tions will host a town hall
meeting featuring a well-
known national journalist and
a former U.S. Marine Corps
officer who is an outspoken
critic of the Iraq War.

“U.S. Foreign Policy: The
Iran Talks and What Main-
stream Media Don’t Tell Us
About Iran/Iraq” features
Scott Ritter, a U.N. senior
weapons inspectors in Iraq
from 1991-1998,after eight
years as an intelligence offi-
cer in the U.S. Marine Corps,
and Jeff Cohen, a former
MSNBC on-air commentator
and senior producer of “Dona-
hue.” He founded Fairness &
Accuracy In Reporting, co-
hosted CNN’s “Crossfire,”
and was a weekly panelist on
Fox News Channel’s “News-
watch.”

The meeting will be 7-9 p.m.
Jan. 17 at the First Congrega-
tional Church, 900 High St.
Tickets at $10. The event is
sponsored by First Congre-
gational Church, Fellowship
of Reconciliation and Peace
Action and Media Watch.

Call 423-6355.

SANTA CRUZ

Vets Hall board
has open seat

The Santa Cruz County Vet-
erans Memorial Building is
seeking applicants for an open
seat on its board of trustees.

The board’s mission is to
preserve the veterans build-
ing as a historical monument
dedicated to the memory of

Q My family and I moved
here about 2% years ago from
back East. Last week on my
way home from work, I was
traveling in the right-hand lane
on a southbound highway. On
my left was another vehicle, on
my right came a car from the
onramp. When possible, I will
move to the left to make space
for traffic entering the freeway.
However, on this night, it was
not possible. The car on my
right had accelerated to a speed
possibly faster than the flow of
traffic. As the onramp
completed its merge with the
travel lane, the front of the
entering car was about even
with my front door. At this
point, there began quite a
display of great displeasure
that I had not somehow yielded
the right of way. (The driver
demonstrated that the car’s
horn and both the high and low
beams worked, and that he
could count to one.)

When I got home, I went
online to see if I missed
something in the state driver’s

BRIAN
SEALS

Street Smarts

handbook. It was hard to find,
but there in black and white, on
Page 44 were the words for
which I had been searching:
“Freeway traffic has the right of
way.” So, now I know.
RICK HOLT
La SELvA BeacH
A Thanks for writing and wel-
come to laid-back Santa Cruz,
Rick, an area where even motor-
ists in error can luxuriate in
their righteous indignation and
obscene hand gestures. Your abso-
lutely correct. The information is
there in black and white on the
page you cited. A good reminder
for all of us, supposing the afore-
mentioned driver you had run-in
with knows how to read.
Another highway no-no, accord-
ing to the handbook, on Page 41:

Don’t try to “get back” at anoth-
er driver by flashing one’s bright
lights. The handbook says that
can be a danger to both vehicles.
The next page suggests not using
the horn to show one’s anger, but
that may be as quaint as saying
“please” and “thank you” in these
modern times.

Q Why does the CHP block mul-
tiple lanes of traffic and not let
people pass? Highway 1 is mad-
ness as it is, and a 15-minute
commute can easily take 45 min-
utes. We do not need CHP to slow
things down further, especially
when traffic can actually go the
speed limit.

JOE PAQUIN
APTOS

A Some days, it seems anything
that slows the commute more
than it already is can be madden-
ing. I was contemplating this just
the other day while driving home
in my Civic and loading my 20-
gauge. But that’s another story.
(If you were wondering, I'm jok-
ing.)

Joe, the CHP actually gets that
question quite often, said CHP

spokesman Grant Boles. While
it may look a bit strange and is
often misunderstood, there are
actually a couple of good rea-
sons. CHP officers are the people
responsible for removing debris
from roads. So, occasionally one
cruiser will drive slowly and
block the lanes to slow down traf-
fic so another cruiser a mile or so
up the road removes some debris,
Boles said.

During rain and fog you might
see the CHP in a similar maneu-
ver on Highway 17 to calm traf-
fic during slick and hazardous
conditions so as to prevent acci-
dents. The CHP asks that drivers
do not pass them on these occa-
sions. That’s timely information
for the winter rain season.

Brian Seals is the Sentinel’s
transportation writer. ‘Street Smarts’
appears Mondays. If you have a
transportation question or idea, contact
him at streetsmarts@santacruzsentinel.
com. Be sure to include a name, city of
residence and daytime telephone
number.
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Jennifer Barley picks up the pace along West Cliff with her entourage.

JENNIFER BARLEY

Weight Watchers leader, life coach talks the talk, walks the walk

Dan Coyro/Sentinel
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Get the Sentinel

wherever you go
Didn’t have time to read the
newspaper this morning?
Checking your e-mail at work
or on vacation? Sign up for
the Santa Cruz Sentinel e-
mail update online.
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“Life coaching came out of my love for Weight
Watchers,” Barley says. “I wanted that group

with her weekly group fitness walkers.

Or join Weight Watchers in Santa Cruz,
where she comes with the price of member-
ship. Eleven times a week, Barley stands in

WEIGHT WATCHERS
ADDRESS: Brown
Ranch Plaza, 3555
Clares St., Capitola.

residents. We
welcome your
suggestions of

a resume and letter of intro-
duction to 846 Front St., Santa
Cruz, CA 95060, or call 454-0478,

Sarah Quelland, newsroom assistant
squelland@santacruzsentinel.com
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